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A.TELY certain buyers at our 
auction sales have made a 
point of keeping their names 
secret. The practice is of 
quite recent date, and is in- 
creasing. Some bid openly, 
mentioning the most menda- 
cious and false appellations 
they can think of — not 
"noms de plume," which 
are selected to sound romantic and striking, but " noms 
de circonstance," chosen for their modest, business-like, 
and probable air. These set the reporter of the morning 
paper on a false track, they have such a natural and con- 
vincing sound. Ferguson, Fulton, and Mclntyre are 
good names for the purpose, and would deceive the elect. 
Some get picture-dealers to bid for them as if for them- 
selves, and these functionaries must arrange the destina- 
tion of their acquisitions with all accuracy when they give 
their instructions to the cartmen next day. Some pass 
a whisper to a youthful Mercury, who whispers to his 
chief priest with pious secrecy, who whispers in turn to 



The pictures were the untouched collection of the 
gentleman who called himself their owner. None 
of his canvases were omitted, and none were added 
belonging to outsiders or dealers. It is not improbable, 
however, that some were recent additions to the gal- 




" MOSQUE OF ST. SOPHIA.' BY PASANI. BOUGHT BY C. P. HUNTINGTON. 
PRICE, $2500.!. 

his bookkeeper, and the disposal of the pictures is sup- 
posed to be safe in the eternal privacy of the ledger. 
Some get their sons, or their cousins, or their aunts to 
buy for them. The reasons for this privacy are various. 
Such and such a buyer is a man with a mania, pur- 
chasing beyond his means, and afraid his creditors will 
hear of the costly indulgence. Such another is on the 
eve of bankruptcy, and is fearful lest his extravagance 
should be published. Such another is aristocratic, and 
does not wish the crowd to know just how he chooses to 
furnish his house. And such another, who would gladly 
assert his luxurious tastes and have his rich purchase 
proclaimed on Broadway from Grace Church to Trinity, 
considers that he must be in good form too, and imi- 
tates the aristocrat. 

These considerations affected the Spencer sale, as 
they had the Blodgett and Johnston sales, and the 
readers of the next day's paper got little veracious in- 
formation about it over their coffee and toast. 

We give now for the first time the accurate prices 
and real buyers of the collection of Mr. Albert Spencer, 
accompanying the information with outline engrav- 
ings of some of the most prominent canvases, mak- 
ing the present article the only authentic record of 
the disposition of many important works of emi- 
nent foreign artists. The illustrated catalogue, of 
which a small edition was issued, is out of print. 




"MORNING." BY BOUGHTON. BOUGHT BY G. G. HAVEN. PRICE, $400. 

lery, bought with a view to the sale. Still every pic- 
lure at the time of the auction was authentically the 
property of the seller. 

Mr. John Taylor Johnston, the celebrated collector, 
president of the New Jersey Central Railroad, bought 
No, i, Fording the Stream," by John Lewis Brown, 




"NEAR CHARTRES." BY RICO. BOUGHT BY J. G. JOHNSON. PRICE, $1025. 

of Paris, for $125 ; he also obtained the De Neuville, 
"French Sharpshooters," for $1125. No. 2, "The 
Reader," by Brillouin, went to J. G. Gillig, for $170. 

Mr. J. Abner Harper, of the firm of Harper & 
Brothers, a rising collector of art and virtu, obtained 
the fine water-color by Villegas, " A Bull-fighter," No. 



3, for I140. He also purchased No. 15, by Jules 
Dupr6, " Landscape," for $475. 

Mr. G. G. Haven, of Fifth Avenue, bought the 
"Barn-yard," by Jacque, for $525; another Jacque, 
" Lunch Time," No. 16, for $525 ; also the water-color 
by Boldini, No. 12, " A Lady of the Empire," for $300, 
and the next, No. 13, by Troyon, a " Study of Cattle," 
for $825 ; likewise Aubert's pretty distaff-spinner, 
" Love's Entanglements," No. 28, for $775 ; the only 
Boughton in the collection, " Morning," No. 46, for 
$400; the "Cows in a Pool," by Van Marcke, for 
$1225 ; and the Schreyer, " Arabs Resting," for $2500. 

Mr. Thomas Reid, of the firm of Reid & Pupke, ob- 
tained the water-color by Vibert, " After Dessert," for 
$300. Mr. J. B. Blossom, of Brooklyn, bought the Van 
Marcke, No. 6, " Cattle," for $590. 

Mr. J. C. * Runkle, a private collector, residing on 
Union Square, at Seventeenth Street, purchased the 
rare landscape by Plassan, better known as a figure 
painter, No. 7, for $140 ; and the Corot, No. 49, " Land- 
scape," for $1375. 

Mr. S. D. Warren, of Boston, obtained the fine pic- 
ture by a pupil of Jules Breton, Pierre Billet, entitled 
" The Shepherdess," No. 8, for $575 ; and the " Scene 
in the Orient," by Fromentin, No. 53, for $550, 

The small Madrazo, No. 9, "La Signorita," went to 
Mr. Charles F. Haseltine, a well-known picture dealer 




"ONCE UPON A TIME." BY MERLE. BOUGHT BY HARVEY KENNEDY. 
PRICE, $2200. 

of Philadelphia, for $110 ; so likewise did the Desgoffe, 
" Objects of Art," No. 20, for $130 ; and the head by 
Bouguereau, called " The Violet," No. 48, for $1100. 

Mr. Malcolm Graham, of the celebrated firm of Schuy- 
ler, Hartley & Graham, dealers in foreign bric-a-brac and 
military equipments, in Maiden Lane, bought for his pri- 
vate delectation the fine water-color byDetaille, No. 10, 
" The Outposts," at the figure of $260 ; also the Toul- 
mouche, No. 25, "A French Boudoir," for $500 ; and 
the marine, by Clays, of Brussels, " Off the Coast of 
Holland," No. 36, for $650 ; and the only Millet in the 
collection, "A Shepherdess of Barbizon," No. 57, for 
$2500. 

Mr. Michelini, residing at the Clarendon Hotel, ob- 
tained the first Diaz sold, No. 11, " Landscape," for 
$400 ; and the striking little scene by Boldini, " In the 
Grass," No. 58, for $650. 

An opulent Western railway president, Mr. C. P. 
Huntington, of the Union Pacific Railroad, bought four 
pictures — the " Eastern Dancing Woman," by Falero, 
No. 14, for $600 ; " Asking the Way," by Goubie, No. 
32, for $675 ; the Diaz, No. 56, " Plains of Barbizon," 
for $1725 ; and the large and splendid Pasini, crowded 
with figures, " The Mosque of St. Sophia," No. 68, for 
$2500. 

Mr. O. K. King, of No. 225 Fifth Avenue, bought 
the " Female Head," by Jacquet, No. 17, for $450. 



THE ART AMATEUR, 
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Mr. Morris K. Jessup, one of our best known New 
York bankers, of No. 179 Madison Avenue, purchased 
the beautiful home group by Plassan, entitled "The 
First-born," No. 18, for $475 ; also the Daubigny, 
•" River Landscape," No. 31, for $650. 

Pictures by Zamacois are becoming rarities in 
the. market. The astute dealers, Knoedler & Co., 
representing the house of Goupil, snapped up the 
solitary example of the dead master, No. 19, 
"Meditation," little more than a sketch, at the 
figure of $280 ; also another Spanish picture, the 
Madrazo, No. 59, " Spanish Lady Playing the 
Guitar," for $325. 

Mr. J. H. Rhoades obtained the " Landscape," 
by Ciceri, the talented son of the great theatrical 
scene-painter of Paris, No. 21, for $225 ; Ex-Sheriff 
A. Daggett, of Brooklyn, purchased the "Vene- 
tian Girl," by Carl Becker, No. 22, for $460; 
.M. Leon Rheims, importer and merchant of novel- 
ties at No. 3 Union Square, got "The Parrot," 
by Berne-Bellecour, No. 23, for $225. Mr. Wright, 
of Providence, R. I., through Kohn, the dealer, 
obtained the landscape by Diaz, ' ' The Edge of 
the Forest," No. 24, for $650. " 

Mr. William H. Vanderbilt, whose collection has 
recently received such large additions, became the owner 
of "The Garden-seat, Time of the Empire," by Bol- 
dini, No. 26, for $1350 ; also of the French interior, 
with ladies smoking cigarettes, " Les Parisiennes," No. 
51, by the same, for $2100 ; and of the last number in 



Vibert, No. 47, "Composing a Sermon," for $1500 ; 
and through the same filial representative, the scene 
from Moliere, by Plassan, " Les Femmes Savantes," 
No. 70, for $875. 




number, " Cattle in a Meadow," by Van Marcke, No. 

63, for $1800; and the largest Madrazo, the street 

scene, entitled " Entrance to a Spanish Church," No. 

67, for $5350. 

Major William Goddard, of Providence, R. I., 
purchased a single picture ; the selection of this 
warrior was the melting " Romeo and Juliet," by 
Jalabert, No. 64, price $1000. Mr. W. B. Cutting 
obtained the fine Diaz, " Forest of Fontainebleau," 
No. 65, for $2300. The large and important water- 
color, by Meissonier, "A Republican Sentinel of 
the Army of the Var," No. 69, was carried off by 
Mr. Anthony J. Drexel, the Philadelphia banker, 
for $2100. 

Such were the prices paid for the seventy~one 
numbers in this interesting catalogue. The infor- 
mation we give is mostly new. The subject is a 
fresh one in the minds of the American public, the 
sale being the typical one of the season, and one 
of the best managed ever had in this city. 
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PLAINS OF BARBIZON." BY DIAZ. BOUGHT BY C. P. HUNTINGTON. PRICE,!!$1725. [. 



CONCLUDING NOTICE. 




BOUGHT BY THERON R. 



KEEPER OF THE HOUNDS." BY GEROME. 
BUTLER. PRICE, 



the catalogue, the group of Persian children, by Diaz, 
entitled " Blind Man's Buff," No. 71, for $4900. 

Ex-Judge Henry Hilton, the celebrated executor of the 
A. T. Stewart testamentary eccentricities, purchased, 
through his son, E. B. Hilton, the picture of a peasant 



The Quakers are nowadays making enormous pro- 
gress in the arts and amenities of existence, and a 
Quaker purchaser was found for the most beautiful of 
the half a dozen Jacques in the collection, " The Plough- 
ing in Springtime," No. 29, bought for $875, by Mr. 
Henry Sampson, of the firm of oilcloth manufacturers 
in Reid Street. Mr. Harvey Kennedy, the Broad 
Street banker, purchased Escosura's picture of " The 
Game of Chess," No. 33, for $1300; also the small 
group by Merle, "Once upon a Time," No. 44, for 
$2200. 

Mr. J. G. Johnson, a Philadelphia collector, ob- 
tained the fine and only picture by Martin Rico in the 
gallery, " Near Chartres," No. 34, for $1025. Mr. S. 
P. Avery, the expert who managed the sale, got the 
Willems, No. 35, " The Guitar," for $470, and the oil- 
color, by Meissonier, No. 54, "A Cavalier," for $2000. 

Mr. S. Putnam obtained three of the best pictures in 
the collection ; the " Magdalen," by Jules Lefebvre, 
No. 37, for $400 ; the " Ophelia," by Cabanel, No. 42, 
for $1150; and the " The Butterflies," by Madrazo, 
No. 50, for the same price, $1150. 

Mr. Samuel Ward, residing at the Brevoort House, bid 
for and obtained ' * The Coming Storm, ' ' by Van Thoren, 
a fine sensational painting, No. 40, price $1300. 

Mr. J. G. Chapman came all the way from his home 
in Cincinnati to get a particular picture by Schreyer, on 
which he had set his fancy, the ' ' Winter Travel in 
Russia," No. 41, and obtained it for $4500. 

Boston, where Couture is still worshipped, naturally 
carried off the only specimen of the just-deceased pain- 
ter that the collection could boast ; his " Coming from 
the Fields," No. 45, went to F. L. Higginson, of that 
city, for $1100. William Schaus, the importer of pic- 
tures, purchased " Morning," a landscape by Dupre\ 
No. 55, for $1125. E. Oelbermann was the purchaser 
of the little " Female Head," by Knaus, No. 60, for 
$800. S. F. Barger obtained the " Matador and his 
Sweetheart," No. 61, by Boldini, for $1700. 



Half our young American artists go to Paris, to 
be educated in the ateliers of Bonnat, Gerdme, or Carolus 
Duran ; the other half go to Munich, to receive the in- 
structions of Piloty and Lindenschmidt. Our picture 
exhibitions have of late years been tilting matches for 
these contestants. 

The Bavarian students make a more showy and popu- 
lar effect. Whether this is because they happen to be 
stronger men than those educating in France, or 




REPUBLICAN SENTINEL." BV MEISSONIER. BOUGHT BY ANTHONY 
DREXEL. PRICE, $2100. 

whether the Munich system is a system which pos- 
sesses some easy royal road to apparent excellence, is a 
question. However it may be, in the recent displays 
of the National Academy and American Artists' Socie- 
ty the clever superficial canvases of Duveneck, Chase, 





" WINTER TRAVEL IN RUSSIA." BY SCHREYER. BOUGHT BY J. G. CHAPMAN. PRICE, $4500. 



'A MATADOR AND HIS SWEETHEART." BY BOLDINI. BOUGHT BY S. F. BARGER. PRICE, $1700. 



girl of La Bresse, by Compte-Calix, entitled " Going to 
Market," No. 27, for $260 ; through Mr. John De Brot, 
the Jacque, " Landscape and Sheep," No. 39, for $1650 ; 
through his son aforesaid, the Plassan, No. 43, 
" Gathered Flowers," for $460 ; through the same, the 



Mr. Theron R. Butler, whose fine collection is one of 
the ornaments of New York, only began to purchase 
late in the evening, but carried off some of the prizes of 
the gallery. He obtained the only Gerome there, " The 
Keeper of the Hounds," No. 62, for $6000; the next 



and Shirlaw proved more attractive than the patient, 
uninspired, tentative studies of Eakins, Bridgman, 
Eaton, Weir, Low, Ward, Sartain, and their parlez- 
vous compeers. On a discriminating view, however, 
the first impression of superiority suffered a modifica- 



